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Susan Olds and the  

Art of Jacob Lawrence  

Next EAFA General Meeting, October 15 

I am excited to announce that our presenter for the 

EAFA October 15th meeting is the renowned art his-

torian and artist, Susan Olds.   She will be giving a 

lecture about Painting the Figure: The Art of Jacob 

Lawrence. 

 One of the Northwestôs pre-eminent artists, 

Jacob Lawrence recorded the African-American ex-

perience in an abstract, rhythmic style. Lawrenceôs 

approach to color and composition broke new ground 

in the art world and provided inspiration for many 

younger artists. His approach to the figure will be 

explored through his many series of paintings from 

the Builder Series to the Migration Series. Included 

in the presentation will be works by 20th Century Af-

rican-American artists influenced by Lawrence, in-

cluding Horace Pippin, William Johnson and North-

west artist Barbara Thomas. 

 Susan Olds is an art historian, artist and curator 

with over twenty years of professional experience in 

the arts. Susan earned a B.A. in art history with hon-

ors from University of California, Irvine. She at-

tended graduate school at Cal State Long Beach 

where she continued her 

studies in art theory and 

contemporary art. Her 

teaching experience in-

cludes seven years of 

teaching Contemporary 

Art at Orange Coast 

College in Costa Mesa, 

California, and fifteen 

years of lecturing on art and art history in the Seattle 

region. 

 From 1994 to 2000, Susan served as the exhibi-

tions curator for Cornish College of the Arts where 

she was curator for over 70 shows. She has written 

art reviews for Artweek, Visions, and Reflex Maga-

zine. Between 1999 and 2004 respectively, Susan 

served as Head of School at Bellevue Art Museum 

and Education Director at Pratt Fine Arts Center. 

 Susan ós art includes assemblage, mixed media 

collage and fabric collage. Currently,  she is an inde-

pendent art lecturer and member artist of the Up 

Front Gallery in Issaquah. Susan lives with her hus-

band David, their two cats and two dogs in North 

Bend. 
 

ARTIST STATEMENT 
 

The inspiration for my art comes from many sources- nature, 

birds, animals, and the juxtaposition of the spiritual and the 

material world. My great-grandmother was a painter of birds 

and my grandfather an ornithologist, which must explain my 

great affinity for all things avian. Collage and quilt making are 

similar processes, which challenge me to create art from dispa-

rate materials. The layers and complexity of these mediums 

reflect the complexity of the world we live in, as well as the 

organic textures and cycles of nature, and the poetry of life. 

Jacob Lawrence 

ñThe Libraryò 

By Jannelle Loewen 
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Making Like 

Monet 

 

This past summer has 

been the best in mem-

ory, and a spectacular 

gift for plein air painters in general and the EAFA 

plein air program in particular. With only a couple 

of exceptions, EAFA plein air painters enjoyed a 

succession of sunny Tuesdays. Participants ranged 

in skill from novices to experienced plein air spe-

cialists. The variety of work was remarkable in both 

quality and originality. The fellowship was even 

better! 

 Plein Air Chair Eva Butler did a great job of 

organizing the program, assembling a great slate of 

venues, and creating a supportive, congenial atmos-

phere for participants. She and her assistant Helen 

Todd deserve a round of applause. 

 EAFAôs plein air painters opened the summer 

season Tuesday, May 26, at the Washington Park 

Arboretum in Seattle, and finished Tuesday, Sep-

tember 15, at Country Village in Bothell. Other ven-

ues included Snoqualmie Falls, Bellevue Botanical 

Garden, Mt. Si Overlook, Greenlake, and Kubota 

Gardens to name only a few. 

 Each session began at 9:30 a.m. and finished 

around noon, at which point all the painters gath-

ered for lunch and critique. We lined up our paint-

ings and then, one by one, described what we were 

trying to accomplish. Comments were generally 

supportive, picking out the best features of each 

painting for praise. Criticism was useful and both 

well delivered and received. 

 EAFAôs greatest strength as an arts organiza-

tion is the support it provides for painters at all lev-

els. The plein air program is a perfect example. Be-

ginners who might be timid to go out by themselves 

get both encouragement and useful tips from more 

experienced painters, along with the safety of num-

bers, which for women painters in particular can be 

a factor inhibiting plein air work. 

 The work of this yearôs EAFA plein air painters 

will be on display from October 2 through Decem-

ber 4 at the Old Redmond Schoolhouse, 16600 NE 

80th St., in downtown Redmond. I encourage all 

members to take the time to view the work  on dis-

play. 

 Next year, you might even decide to try it your-

self. 

From your President,  

Steve Whitney 

 

EAFA News is published by the Eastside Association of Fine Arts. Issue Date: September, 2009. Published monthly except June and July. 

Volume No. 34,  Issue 8. EAFA News is free to members. 

Presidentôs Message 

Brian Baker 

ñMabry Millò 
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David Hampton began this EAFA season as our new 

Bulk Mail committee head.  Every month he organ-

izes the group who folds, seals, and labels our news-

letter and delivers hundreds of them to the bulk mail 

center.  That, and a business career in sales, speak to 

some of the things David does.  But what of the 

question, ñWho is David Hampton?ò  His answer:  

ñIôm a painter.ò  He does not remember a time when 

his hands did not yearn to paint.  From his first box 

of crayons and tablet of newsprint through a variety 

of mediums, he settled on oil as his medium. Color 

and landscape appeal strongly to him and he de-

scribes his style as a cross between Monet and ab-

stract.   Howôs that for an intriguing mix?   

 The arts of the ó60s influenced him, as did the 

works of Bonnard, Hans Hoffman and Kandinsky.  

David has a scholarly enthusiasm for studying the 

lives of the great painters.  An avid reader, he said he 

took Renoirôs advice to paint beauty and, early in 

life, made a conscious decision to find something 

beautiful every day.  He often journals what he finds 

in order to hold on to it. This was especially true dur-

ing his army experience in Viet Nam when writing 

poetry was more practical than painting.  

  

 When I asked him why he shows so few of his 

paintings he evoked Muncheôs portrayal of pure 

emotion as being very confessional.  Like Munche ñI 

paint for myself,ò David said, ñbecause I have to.ò. 

Emotion, beauty and passion guide his hand and he 

cites beautiful women and nature as continually in-

spiring. Although he is committed to abstract and 

oils, David has ñno hard core resistance to any other 

form of creativity. ñThereôs room for all of us.ò  He 

studied under both Ruth Nyburg and Peter Stone, 

who advised him to forget everything they had told 

him.  As a consequence, he leaves his mind behind 

him when he picks up the brush.  His major com-

plaint is that he is ótwo years behind in paintingô.  As 

soon as he is finished painting his house, heôll get 

back to REAL painting.  When I teased him about 

any interest other than painting, he admitted to en-

joying a good golf game with friends as well!  The 

energy and enthusiasm that David brings to painting 

encouraged me to urge him to bring a sample or two 

to the meetings for the rest of us to enjoy. 

. 

Volunteer:  David Hampton  

Interested in participating in the Public Art Program?  

Send 5 jpg photo samples along with a bio/artist 

statement Word doc to Camea Davidson ð 

camea@cameadavidson.com   Please let Camea 

know if you also work in large format and if you 

have a website.   
 

As of September 24: 
 

 Overlake Hallway (Managers:  Marne Jen-

sen, Katya Palladina) (Oct.  -  Dec.) - Cheryl 

Hoople, Gayle Erxleben, Lynn Fleming, Yan Tian, 

Donna Jean Perry, Marne Jensen, Helga Jacques. 

 Overlake South Tower (Manager: Jan Flynn) 

(until Oct. 18)  -  Susan Storey, Lyla Jacobsen, 

Cherry Van Overstraeten. 

 Overlake Conf/Ed Center (Managers:  Kathy 

Berg, Carol Pierce)  (until Oct. 18) - Ted 

Pankowski, Debra Linker, Dan Riley, Susanne 

Werner, Elaine Wilk. 

 Bellevue Regional Library (Manager:  

JoAnne Kilburg) (Sept  -  Oct) - Anna Macrae. 

 Winters House (Manager: Donna Jean Perry)  

- Hjordis Foy 

 ORSCC (Managers: Dawn Dufford, Jay 

Levey) - (until Oct 16) - Wanda Hughes, Vera Beau-

mont, Rita Nicoll, Cherry Van Overstraeten, Pat 

Hitchens, Charlette Haugen, Judy Moritz. 

 The Gardens (Managers: Gayle Erxleben, 

Mac Merchant, Marla French)  -  (Oct.  -  Dec.) -  

Jerry Baldwin, Dave Tracy, Rob Tilley, Linda Ho-

gan, Jan Flynn, Christina Strigenz, Ruth Little, 

Dolores Marquez, Camea Davidson, Shirley Rudolf, 

Doris Knight, Katherine Wright, Carol Pierce. 

   Installers:  Al Slatin 

Public Art Program Participants  

By Jessi Fernandes 

mailto:camea@cameadavidson.com
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Go Green!  
 

If you have not yet opted to discontinue receiving your EAFA newsletter 

in the mail, please take this opportunity to Go Green! 

In your Web browser, go to http://www.eafa.org/. 

In the left-hand column on the page, click Artist Center.  

Click Artist Login  to log in to your member account. 

Enter your user name and password in the log-in box and click Log 

in to EAFA . (If you forget your user name or password, follow 

instructions in the boxes below the log-in box). 

On the Manage Your Artist Record Page, click Find and Review 

My Record. 
Click the No Paper Newsletter checkbox. 

34
th

 Open Exhibition at Symetra  
Come see the beautiful work of fellow EAFA members and that of other Northwest artists.  The Eastside 

Association of Fine Arts presents its 34th Annual Open  Juried Exhibition from October 19 - November 13 

in the lobby of the  Symetra Building at 777 108th NE, Bellevue, WA 98004.   Hours:  Monday - Friday, 

10am to 5pm, Saturday, 10:00 a.m.  -  1:00 p.m.  Sponsored by the Bellevue Arts Commission.  Free to the 

public  
 

Mark Your Calendar!  

Thursday, September 15: Bring your calendars to sign up for sitting at the 34th Open Exhibition 

Saturday, October 17: Art delivery for 34th Open Exhibition at Symetra, 1:00 ï 2:30 p.m. 

Monday, October 19: 34th Open Exhibition at Symetra, 10:00 a.m. 

Saturday, October 24: 34th Open Reception 1:00 ï 4:00 p.m.  -   Awards Ceremony 2:30 p.m. 

 

Northwest Watercolor Society  

 
Please join Northwest Watercolor Society and 
gallery owner Lynn Asmann at Waterworks 
Opening Reception and Awards Ceremony on 
Thursday, Oct. 23, 2009  5:30 �± 7:30 p.m. 
 
Northwest Watercolor Society presents 

Waterworks 2009 Annual members Exhi-

bition at Kaewyn Gallery, 10101 Main 

Street, Bothell, WA. The exhibit runs from 

October 23rd - November 23rd. Gallery 

hours Tu-W-Th  10:00-6:00, Fri 10:00-5:00, Sat 
10:00-4:00 (Closed Sun-Mon) 

Martha Brouwer 

ñA Time To Careò 

http://www.eafa.org/

