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Lyle Silver  
Guest artist and speaker  -  November 19  

Next EAFA General Meeting, November 19  

Seattle  painter Lyle Silver does not use a brush, and builds his compositions on 

high quality paper rather than canvas.  The medium he favors is óoil stickô or óoil 

bar,ô (pigment and appropriate binders prepared as large crayons) which can be 

drawn with, layered or rubbed and feathered out in much the same way as chalk 

pastels.  He chooses the landscape format as the ideal, overall foundation for his 

works, although he has no intention of copying directly from nature.  Working in his 

studio mainly from photographic notations taken during his travels in the North-

west, he prefers beginning with sunnier vistas and warmer values, eschewing the 

mystical and unrelenting gray-green cast of so much Northwest art.  From his notes 

he constructs volumes of emotive color in space: essentially abstract shapes, which 

lock into consummately balanced compositions.  Silverôs paintings contain an optimistic atmosphere without ever getting unrea-

sonably wild or cloyingly poignant.  Even what seems to be his signature ñsword to the heart,ò a central stripe of gold in many of 

his pictures, is retained to make it more remarkable. 

 Lyle Silver's interest in and aptitude for art was unmistakable from early childhood, and he seized every opportunity to pur-

sue that interest. His first grade teacher, an accomplished artist, recognized this artistic aptitude and provided him with private 

lessons and encouragement. He grew up in a small town in Iowa, and for a couple of years lived on a farm with an aunt and un-

cle. This experienced undoubtedly contributed to his appreciation for the simple, quiet areas of the earth. The subject matter of 

his paintings varies, but landscape is his true love and he always returns there.  

 Silver undertook the Art Curriculum at Drake University, and is a Commercial Art graduate from Edison Technical School. 

He has also taken classes at the Frye Art Museum and the Cornish School of Art, both in Seattle.  He loves the artist's life - the 

freedom and opportunity to explore and develop a life-long interest, and to be able to work in isolation but also enjoy the friend-

ship and camaraderie of fellow artists. He paints for the joy of painting and appreciation of color. He likes the way painting 

stimulates both his mood and that of his viewer, and he strives to share in the 

pure invention of painting. He always looks for a departure and his painting style 

reflects this. Says the artist: To grow, take risks, explore, seek different ap-

proaches, and not be satisfied or complacent - this, I think, is the greatest chal-

lenge for an artist.  

 Silver sketches and paints on location, and also takes photographs for later 

reference while working in his studio. He uses the photographs as a starting 

point, and alters them liberally as the painting takes on a life of its own.  

 His work appears in such collections as First Interstate Bank, Rainier Bank, 

and Group Health Hospital. He has participated in numerous exhibitions and has 

won many awards, most recently the Best of Edmonds award at the Edmonds Art 

Festival. He is a current member of the Northwest Pastel Society and the Puget 

Sound Group of Northwest Painters. 
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Wow! I am hugely im-

pressed by the quality 

of the work in this 

yearôs ñOpen Showò! I 

have been entering 

EAFAôs shows for 

about 10 years now, 

and this year is the strongest in memory. This is 

what happens when you get 287 entries out of 

which only about 120 can be displayed. Iôm glad I 

wasnôt the juror. 

 I had an opportunity to preview images of the 

show entries. Many, many worthy pieces of art did 

not make the cut;  simply there was not enough 

space to show all that might be deserving. None of 

you who failed to get in the show should be discour-

aged. The level of competition was very high. And 

that is good for EAFA and for all of us who strive 

daily to improve our work. 

 One of EAFAôs strengths is that it provides a 

wide variety of venues for artists at all levels to dis-

play your work. The Open Show lets you compete 

against many of the finest artists in the region. The 

Member Show provides a somewhat less difficult, 

but still significant challenge. Other exhibits, such 

as the ongoing Plein Air Show and upcoming Vol-

unteersô Show, are open to all members who have 

participated in these respective activities. The Pub-

lic Art program provides a variety of attractive ven-

ues for an even larger cross-section of EAFA mem-

bership. And finally, the monthly competition al-

lows members at all skill levels to share their art-

work in an open, friendly setting. 

 I know of no other art group in the region that 

provides so many opportunities for beginning and 

experienced artists alike. Itôs what makes EAFA 

special! 

From your President,  

Steve Whitney 

EAFA News is published by the Eastside Association of Fine Arts. Issue Date: November, 2009. Published monthly except June and July. 

Volume No. 34,  Issue 9. EAFA News is free to members. 

Presidentôs Message 

The Bellettini Exhibit, 

 thanking and honoring the members of the Public 

Art Committee, ran for the week of September 

21st. Elaine Wilk, a resident of the Bellettini, 

played a key role in sug-

gesting the venue, and 

worked with me in orga-

nizing the event. The in-

stallation party hosted 

over 200 artists, residents 

and guests, and was a 

huge success. The Bellet-

tini staff was very pro-

fessional and accommo-

dating, and put on quite a 

spread for everyone to 

enjoy.  Our impression of 

the Bellettini and their im-

pression of EAFA were so favorable that we're 

planning other such events for the coming year.   

Public Art Committee  

Volunteer Show  

By Eva Butler 

All EAFA friends and members are invited to see the EAFA 

Plein Air show at the Old Redmond Schoolhouse Commu-

nity Center in downtown Redmond at 1660 NE 80th.  The 

exhibit runs through December 4th. 

  Plein air painters went to seventeen different loca-

tions this summer:  Gardens, farms, a waterfall, saltwater 

beach, and more.  About fifty EAFA members took part in 

the program, and not only had fun, but were productive (I 

myself had about thirty plein air paintings at the end of the 

summer). 

  Our plein air show is a non-juried exhibit.  Each exhib-

iting artist decided which paintings he or she wanted to 

show.  The following artists are exhibiting at ORSCC:  Our 

president Steve Whitney, Ted Pankowski, John Tubbs, 

Helen Todd, Karen Heiberg, Joanne Rathburn, Meg Wade, 

Margaret Austin, Linda Allen, Martha Nevill, Ross Nicoll, 

Magali Lenarczak, Barbara Karon, Rick Stiles, and Eva 

Butler. 

  I'd like to thank all the exhibitors for taking the trou-

ble of framing their paintings and bringing them down to 

ORSCC.  Thank you, all fifty artists who participated in the 

plein air program.  Special thanks to Helen Todd and Jeff 

Waters for helping make the program successful. 

Plein Air Exhibit at ORSCC  

Camea Davidson 

Camea Davidson 
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Volunteer:  Scott Moore  

Interested in participating in the Public Art Program?  Send 5 

jpg photo samples along with a bio/artist statement Word doc to 

Camea Davidson ð camea@cameadavidson.com   Please let 

Camea know if you also work in large format and if you have a 

website. 

 Participating artists are responsible for delivering and 

picking up their art work on the dates stated by the venue 

managers.  If you cannot attend on these dates, please 

make sure you have someone drop off or pick up your art-

work for you.  Under no circumstances are you to take your 

artwork down without the express consent of the venue 

managers. 
 

As of October 31: 

 Overlake Hallway (Managers:  Marne Jen-

sen, Katya Palladina, Jan Flynn) (Nov.  -  Jan.) - 

Gayle Erxleben, Marne Jensen, Yan Tian, Helga 

Jacques, Lynn Fleming, Cheryl Hoople, Sally Grant, 

Dawn Dufford, Lisa Kaplan, Steve Whitney. 

 Overlake South Tower (Manager: Jan Flynn) 

(until Jan.)  -  Lyla Jacobsen, Cherry Van Over-

straeten, Susan Storey. 

 Overlake Conf/Ed Center (Managers:  Kathy 

Berg, Carol Pierce)  (until Jan.) - Marla French, 

Linda Demetre, Jan Flynn, Pia Messina, Janci Man-

nington. 

 Bellevue Regional Library (Manager:  

JoAnne Kilburg) (Nov. -  Dec.) - Jannelle Loewen. 

 Winters House (Manager: Donna Jean Perry)  

(Nov.) - Brian Baker 

 ORSCC (Managers: Dawn Dufford, Jay 

Levey) (until Dec. 4) - EAFA Plein Air Exhibition. 

 The Gardens (Managers: Gayle Erxleben, 

Mac Merchant, Marla French)  -  (Until Dec.) -  

Dave Tracy, Rob Tilley, Linda Bean, Christina Stri-

genz, Ruth Little, Dolores Marquez, Camea David-

son, Shirley Rudolf, Doris Knight, Jerry Baldwin, 

Katherine Wright, Carol Pierce. 

   Installer:  Al Slatin 

Public Art Program Participants  

By Jessi Fernandes 

Scott Moore, EAFAôs Webmaster, keeps our web 

site up to date. In essence, he applies the make-up to 

our public face on the internet. Well qualified for 

this job, Scott has worked for fifteen years in com-

puter science. Much of this involved international 

programming, teaching, designing digital camera 

chips and more. 

 Scott owns Bellevue Fine Art Reproductions, a 

fine art photography and reproduction company.  He 

has a wonderfully high-tech studio of top-of-the-line 

photography and printing equipment and is set up to 

assist artists of all medium, including large scale 

paintings and 3-d sculptures, in the photographing 

and reproduction printing of their works.    

 His interests in art are eclectic. Pen and ink 

sketching is his forte, although he works in oil, water 

color and is a skilled photographer. Not shy, he has 

shown his sketches, as well as photographs, in a vari-

ety of places, many in Ja-

pan. During his sojourns 

abroad, he discovered that 

during walks he could ab-

sorb details missed by a 

camera. His subjects vary 

and, like Degas, he likes 

painting ballet scenes. 

When convenient to use 

oils, he paints from photo-

graphs, despite the nega-

tive view of ópuristsô. He 

describes himself as a 

weekend carpenter and an ardent biker. When I 

asked whether he has any unusual hobbies or aspira-

tions, he said heôd like to tame tigers. I challenged 

him on that, but, dynamic personality that he is, itôs 

not beyond belief! 

Venue Scouts Needed  
 

Camea Davidson is looking for one or two people to 

be Venue Scouts who will check out possibilities 

for new Public Art venues, and report to her. This 

isn't an all-

consuming job that 

will take a lot of 

time, but rather an 

as-needed activity.  

If you are interested 

in assisting, please 

contact Camea. 

Red Comellia by Joan Frey  

mailto:camea@cameadavidson.com
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Donor Artist Recipient Title of Work  

Peopleôs Choice  Barbara Seese  Roly Poly  

First Place  Christine Kopet New York Minute 

Second Place Kristi Galindo Dyson  Rainy Day Feeling 

Third Place  Yan Tian  Barbara 

Award of Merit, Photography Susan Bischof Storey Paper Thin 

Award of Merit, 2D Susan Melrath Art Lesson 

Honorable Mention Kate Barber Living with Freeways 

Puget Sound Group of NW Painters Susan Woolf The Rescuers 

Lynn Craig Memorial Award Suzanne DeCuir Ghostlier Demarcations 

Winsor & Newton Kathy Collins Other Peopleôs Lives 

ADG Printing Janci Mannington Evening Orchid 

Bellevue Art & Frame Barbara Benedetti Newton Silver Lining 

Parklane Gallery & Dakota Art #1 Lois Lord Cliff Dwellings 

Daniel F Smith Joseph MacKechnie Nothinô But Jazz 

Cheap Joeôs Art Stuff Lynn Fleming Quince Branch 

MIVAL and NWWS Phyllis Ray Gasworks Whimsey 

NW Pastel Society & NW Collage 

Society 

Dan Riley 2 Rachels 

Women Painters of Washington & 

Seattle CoArts 

Karen Richter Totem 

Bellevue Fine Art Reproductions Linda Lindner Girl with Cat 

EAFAôs 34th Annual Open Exhibition 

Winners  

First Place  Christine Kopet 

New York Minute 

Second Place              Kristi Gilando Dyson 

Rainy Day Feeling 

Third Place                  Yan Tian 

Barbara 


