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Pamela Roberson  
Guest Speaker  -  December 17  

Pamela Roberson has been a photographer 

for 40 years, across 6 continents and 70 
countries.  She discovered photography while 

studying art history and political science at 
the Sorbonne, stumbling upon tiny, Left Bank 
galleries featuring black and white prints. The 

art trail in Paris gave her an awareness of 
photography as an art form in its own right. 

Aspiring to be a photographer at that time 
was rare. Nor was it obvious how to go about 
it as photography was not even on the 

curriculum of her liberal arts college.  
 Pamela solved this quandary by beginning 

with a simple fixed - lens automatic while in 
Germany. She was fortunate in that the 
program she was studying included travel 

through most of the Eastern Block nations, 
Turkey and Iran. At the end of this extensive 

study - tour, students displayed favorites, 
affording them opportunity to see photos 

taken by others in the same place, at the 
same time. It was then that she discovered, 
at the age of 20, her own way of seeing the 

world through the lens, a direction and 
passion which forged her life and remains to 

this day.  
 Following graduation from college, she 
worked at the Yale -New Haven Art Museum 

as a photographer's assistant. This was a 
technical position   developing color film and 

printing -  a lengthy, malodorous process, as 
well as shooting with large format cameras to 
document acquisitions. The work was tedious 

and held minimal appeal for her.  Once she 
saved enough for a 35mm Nikon, she set out 

to photograph the countries between London 
and Beirut. Seven months and 3000 miles 
later, she arrived at her destination in 

Lebanon, having learned to travel light and 
shoot quickly.  

 Three wonderful years in the beautiful 

Shouf Mountains followed; teaching English to 

Druze children, freelancing and starting the 
photography department at the American 

Community School of Beirut.   Pamela tells a 
magical and romantic story of the events and 
adventures, including a vivid dream, which 

led her back to the U.S., and to her 
Dunescape series, a widely exhibited body of 

work, leading to museum and gallery shows, 
museum commissions, artist residencies, 
publications, commercial assignments and 

teaching jobs. ñDunescapeò launched her 
career in fine art photography and led to all 

that followed.  
 Currently, retired from assignment work, 
she is a Board member of the Blue Earth 

Alliance, a Seattle non -profit serving 
photographers focused on environmental and 

social issues; building a web site for my own 
work, Clear Light Photography, and 

completing a memoir entitled Swimming to 
Seventy: A Lens On Life.  
 Pamela will share images and stories with 

EAFA members on December 17, 2009.  
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The recent Open 

Show reminded me 
of the great range of 

styles represented 
by EAFA artists, 
from detailed 

realism to pure 
abstraction and fanciful conceptual designs. 

Each of these genres is ancient and universal. 
Each has been found in the earliest traces of 
art and has persisted throughout the 

millennia since. Each is represented today 
among cultures around the world. This is why 

debates about the validity or legitimacy of 
one or another of these three approaches to 
making art are pointless and, frankly, 

uninformed.  

 Many cultures have favored pure 

abstraction. This was true, for example, of 
the ancient Celts as well as the Islamic 

Caliphate during the Middle Ages. It is also 
true of many, though not all, African and 

Amerindian peoples. European art embraced 
abstraction in the late 19 th  century, 
influenced in large measure by the popularity 

of African art and highly stylized Japanese 

prints.  

Conceptual art, the rendering of ideas or 
states of consciousness in original and often 

provocative ways, is also both ancient and 
universal. Ceremonial masks, Medieval 
Christian iconography, Eskimo carvings, 

Navaho sand paintings, Hindu temple art, and 
the works of European painters such as Bosch 

are all examples of conceptual art, where the 
goal is not to depict physical reality but, 
rather, spiritual or psychological realities as 

filtered through the mind and hand of the 

artist.  

 Pure representational art, whose goal is 
the depiction of physical reality, whether the 

subject be figure, still life or landscape, dates 
back to Neolithic cave paintings and at 

various times has been a prominent form in 

both European and Asian cultures. It reached 
its climax perhaps in 19 th  century Europe, 

when the French Impressionists began 
pointing the way to modernism, but it 
remains a lively, increasingly popular genre in 

these post -modern times.  

 My point is that all these forms of art 

have long histories and are all valid, vibrant 

expressions of human aspiration and 

originality. Each of us is drawn in our own 

work mainly to one or another of these 

genres, but all of us should appreciate that 

what we personally consider to be fine art is 

not a universal preference nor one blessed by 

the evidence of history.  

From your President,  

Steve Whitney  
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Presidentôs Message 

Sandra Glazer Lake 

Hong Kong Junk 
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Volunteer:  Marne Jensen  

Interested in participating in the EAFA Public 

Art Program?  Send five jpg photo samples 
along with a bio/artist statement Word doc to 

camea@cameadavidson.com .   Please let 
Camea know if you also work in large format 

and if you have a website.  

 Art work that is exhibited at a Public Art 
venue must remain for the duration of a show 

unless it is sold. Then it can be replaced for 

the remainder of the exhibition period.  

 

As of November 26:  

 Overlake Hallway (Managers:  Marne 
Jensen, Katya Palladina) (Until Jan.) -  

Gayle Erxleben, Marne Jensen, Yan Tian, 
Helga Jacques, Lynn Fleming, Cheryl Hoople, 

Sally Grant, Dawn Dufford, Lisa Kaplan, Steve 

Whitney.  

 Overlake South Tower (Manager: Jan 
Flynn) (until Jan.)  -   Lyla Jacobsen, Cherry 

Van Overstraeten, Susan Storey.  

 Overlake Conf/Ed Center (Managers:  

Kathy Berg, Carol Pierce)  (until Jan.) -  
Marla French, Linda Demetre, Jan Flynn, Pia 

Messina, Janci Mannington.  

 Bellevue Regional Library (Manager:  

JoAnne Kilburg) (Nov. -   Dec.) -  Jannelle 

Loewen.  

 Winters House (Manager: Donna Jean 

Perry)  (Nov.) -  Dawn Dufford  

 ORSCC (Managers: Dawn Dufford, Jay 
Levey) (until Dec. 4) -  EAFA Plein Air Exhibi-

tion.  

 The Gardens (Managers: Gayle Erxle-
ben, Mac Merchant, Marla French)  -   

(Until Dec.) -   Dave Tracy, Rob Tilley, Linda 
Bean, Christina Strigenz, Ruth Little, Dolores 

Marquez, Camea Davidson, Shirley Rudolf, 
Doris Knight, Jerry Baldwin, Katherine Wright, 

Carol Pierce.  

   Installer:  Al Slatin  

Public Art Program Participants  

By Jessi Fernandes 

One of the volunteers of EAFAôs Public Art 

Program, Marne coordinates the hanging of 
art by members for two locations at Overlake 

Hospital. She describes herself as an eclectic 
abstract painter 
and avoids 

anything 
derivative. In her 

painting, she looks 
for interesting 
combinations of 

shape, texture and 
value while 

maintaining 
balance and unity. 
The works of Ed 

Betts, Rothenberg 
and Kandinsky have influenced her style. At 

present her primary focus is non -
representational mixed media, primarily 

acrylics on paper or canvas, with or without 

collage.  

 Marne doesnôt remember when she didnôt 
love art. She has a Bachelors degree with a 
minor in fine art, as well as another in 

Business. Itôs not surprising that Marne had 

an impressive career in corporate Seattle as 
well as owning a consulting firm. Most of her 

time involved graphic design production. She 
also taught at the 
Sedona Art Center, 

during 1999 -  2003. 
While there, like many 

of us, she fell under 
the spell of that 
unique landscape and 

the art community. 
Now she conducts 

group art classes at 
Villagio Furnishings & 

Gallery in Issaquah.  

 Her life is not all 
work, however. She has traveled extensively 

and enthusiastically. Her enjoyment is 
reflected in many of her paintings.  Marne 

takes advantages of cultural events, 
especially appreciating music and other 

performing arts. Over time, she has 
accumulated a huge collection of first edition 
fiction and non - fiction books. The word 

Stream 

Fire and Smoke  

mailto:camea@cameadavidson.com
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Go Green!  
 

If you have not yet opted to discontinue 

receiving your EAFA newsletter in the 
mail, please take this opportunity to Go 

Green!  

1.  In your Web browser, go to http://
www.eafa.org/ . 

2.  In the left -hand column on the 
page, click Artist Center.  

3.  Click Artist Login  to log in to your 
member account.  

4.  Enter your user name and 
password in the log - in box and click 

Log in to EAFA . (If you forget your 
user name or password, follow 

instructions in the boxes below the 
log - in box).  

5.  On the Manage Your Artist Record 
Page, click Find and Review My 

Record.  

6.  Click the No Paper Newsletter  
checkbox.  

7.  Click Log Out . This returns you to 
the Home page.  

Youôre done! If you want to view the 
current newsletter or past newsletters, 

click Newsletter in the left -hand column, 
just below the Artist Center box.  Thanks 

for Going Green!  

Weôre Seeking New Venues! 
 

In the last 5 years the Public Art Program 

has grown to 125 participating artists 
and 10 venues. However, over the last 6 

months Redmond Senior Care Center, 

Issaquah Care Center and Daniel Smith 
have become unavailable as venues. This 

limits our ability to exhibit as many 
artists' works as possible in a given 

period of time. Fortunately,  Cheryl 
Hoople and Nicki Smith have agreed to 

help us acquire new venues.  We 
welcome suggestions for venues on the 

Eastside.  Please contact Camea   
Davidson, or our new scouts!  

Ruth Glenn Little 

Pride of Kalaupaupa 

Marne Jensen 

Symphony 

Scott Moore 

Ukeyo 

http://www.eafa.org/
http://www.eafa.org/
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Lois Haskell Ted Pankowski 

Monthly Competition Winners  

Hsing Lin  

Annual Dues Notice  

Member Dues Deadline    

December 31  
 

Go to www.eafa.org and select ñArtist 
Centerò from the left column.  Log in to 

your account to pay online.  Or send a 
check to EAFA at P.O. Box 50446     

Name Our Newsletter  

Contest  
Win a free one -year membership to 

EAFA! 

 
Please send your suggestions to 

debra@debralinker.com  or to EAFA, c/o 
Debra Linker, P.O. Box 50446, Bellevue, 

WA 98015. Submit as many entries as 
you like!  Deadline for entries: January 

31, 2010.  The EAFA Board of Directors 
will select the winning entry.   Should 

the same name be entered by two or 
more members, a drawing will be held 

during the February meeting to pick the 
winner.  

Robert Naf  

New Zealand Splendor 
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your life, a dichotomy in which you 

hate what you do so you can have 

pleasure in your spare 

time.    Look for a 

situation in which your  

work will give you as 

much happiness as 

�\�R�X�U���V�S�D�U�H���W�L�P�H���µ 

 -  Pablo Picasso 
 


