
  

 

CONNECTIONS 

Deanne Lemley  

Guest Speaker, May 20  

Deanne Lemley, now a resident of Eastern 

Washington, ran a private art school in her 

Redmond studio for 25 years and taught classes 

in watercolor and oil for thirty years. Hundreds of 

painters, including 

many EAFA 

members, learned 

their craft from 

Deanne. She is an 

energetic painter. 

She is an energetic 

painter, bringing a 

physical 

exuberance to the 

act of painting.  

The freshness and 

expressiveness of 

her personality 

shows up in her 

paintings.  Her focus 

on teaching: good 

design/composition, then values, then color.  

ñPainting is like building a house,ò Lemley says, 

ñYou canôt put up the walls without the 

foundation, and you canôt paint the light before 

youôve settled on a design, and you canôt paint 

the details before youôve laid down the underlying 

abstractions.  Indifference can ruin a painting.ò  

In the beginning, Deanne had some great 

teachers; like Bill Reese, Jerry Stitt, Rex Brandt, 

and Sergei Bongart.   Bongart taught her how to 

become aware, really see and remember visual 

nuances.  ñWe all see details,ò Lemley says, ñbut 

itôs the planes of light, alone without any details, 

that can be so descriptive in a painting.ò 

Deanne Lemley paints in the impressionist 

tradition, not providing every detail in her 

artwork.   The eye of the viewer has room to 

interpret various spaces, using their own 

imagination.   She likes to invite viewer 

participation in the artistic process.   ñCameras,ò 

she says, have no heart or soul.  If a painting is 

too detailed, you may as well have a 

photograph.ò   

ñIt has been my experience to take the 

photograph of whatever I am attracted to, 

develop the image, and then wonder why I took 

the picture in the first place,ò Deanne says.  ñThis 

is not to say the photograph is worthless, to the 

contrary, it can offer stimulation and  information 

to augment the sketch for later painting in the 

studio.  

Deanne Lemley is a signature member of the 

American Watercolor Society, National Watercolor 

Society, and Northwest Watercolor society, 

among others. Her paintings have appeared in 

many regional, national, and international shows. 

She has also exhibited at the Frye Art Museum in 

Seattle, and Desert Caballeros Western Museum 

in Wickenburg, AZ among others.  She resides in 

Kennewick, WA.  

May, 2010 

EAFA  RETURNS TO 

FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN IN SEPTEMBER!  

 
Beginning September  2010,  EAFA will once again 

hold its  monthly General  Meeting at the              

First Presbyterian Church of Bellevue.  

It  is located at  1717 Bellevue Way Northeast, nine 

blocks north of Bellevue Square mall, near the 

405/520 interchange. EAFA's monthly general 

meeting will be held  at the church's Upper Campus, 

Rooms 105/106.  Ample parking is available at the 

lower parking lot. Members with limited mobility 

can be dropped off at the entrance to the Upper 

Campus, directly across from the meeting room, 

but parking at the Upper Campus is restricted.  

For directions, see http://www.fpcbellevue.org/

About/GuestInfo/GetThere.ashx?p=1471 . Links 

there lead to maps of the parking area, main floor, 

and upper campus floors. The EAFA board will 

place signs to direct you to the meeting area.   

Detailed directions will be provided in the August 

EAFA Connections.   

Essence of Summer  

by Deanne Lemley  

http://www.fpcbellevue.org/About/GuestInfo/GetThere.ashx?p=1471
http://www.fpcbellevue.org/About/GuestInfo/GetThere.ashx?p=1471
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Two years ago 

when I agreed to 
become EAFA vice -

president with the 
understanding that 
I would succeed 

Charlette Haugen 
as president, I did so out of a desire to 

repay the local art community for the 
support and encouragement I had received 
over the years. What I did not realize is that 

after two years on the EAFA board, my 
indebtedness would increase, rather than 

diminish!  

It is customary for retiring officers of all 

organizations to say what a privilege it has 
been to serve, and I am happy to continue 
that tradition. During my two -years on the 

board, I have made many new friends and 
strengthened my ties with existing ones. I 

have been astonished at the diverse skills, 
talents and dedication of EAFA volunteers. I 

have also been impressed by the enormous 
support and caring our members show to 

each other and to the organization.  

I like to think that such caring and 
dedication are traits common to artists and 

art organizations. Artists are not saints, and 
we are just as prone as anyone to anger, 

frustration, and hurt feelings. What we do 
not do, however, is treat life as a zero -sum 
game, where one personôs success 

diminishes ours. Instead, we embrace the 
notion that sharing our skills and knowledge 

and kind words with our fellow artists 

enhances us all.  

Like an Oscar winner, I owe thanks to more 
people than I can name, beginning with the 
entire EAFA board and all the other 

volunteers who make EAFA my favorite arts 
organization. But I would like to single out a 

few people for special thanks:  

Charlette Haugen, who provided on - the - job 

training, seemingly endless patience, and 
the benefit of her wisdom and institutional 

memory.  

Sheila Dufford, who was so quick to 

volunteer for new jobs that I had to restrain 
her so she wouldnôt burn out and quit as 

treasurer.  

Dolores Marquez, Scott Moore, Molly Murrah, 

Debrah Linker, Jocelyn Garner, and Fred 
Edwards who worked tirelessly to make my 
number -one priority, our new Web site, a 

reality.  

Ted Pankowksi, longtime friend and art 

buddy, who provided ongoing advice, 

encouragement, and support.  

It has been a pleasure to serve with you all.  

 

From your President,  

Steve Whitney  

EAFA Connections is published by the Eastside Association of Fine Arts. Issue Date: May, 2010. Published monthly except June and July. 

Volume No. 34,  Issue 16. EAFA Connections is free to members. 

Presidentôs Message 

 

EAFAôs 35th Poster  

Competition at May Meeting  

 

EAFA has agreed to host the 35th      

Annual Open Juried Exhibition  at   
Meydenbauer Center, Bellevue, WA,   

mid -October through mid -November.  

 Did you know that 35 is a pivotal 

year for EAFA?  Because of the show 
dates, we will be holding a poster     

competition at the May 20 meeting at 
the same time as the monthly          
competition. Yes, thereôs a poster    

contest two months in a row.  

 P o s t e r  c o m p e t i t i o n 

guidelines: A proportion of 3 to 4 is 
preferred, strong values, must be 

original, and must be painterly, 
obviously not a photography. No nudity.  
Note: The Show Committee selects the 

artwork for the poster & has the right to 
crop the image, if necessary, for 

publicity purposes.  
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Lucille Berkowitz, EAFA Nominating 
Chairperson, was reluctant to be 

interviewed for the newsletter. 
Remembering her pleasure at receiving 

ñYesesò when she solicited our Editor, 
Program Chairman, Bulk Mailing chaps, 

VP, Greeter, Historian and other 
volunteers, she graciously said ñYesò to 

me when I asked.  

In her youth, Lucille had no exposure to 

museums or galleries until an artist 
employed by the WPA taught art at her 

school. Then she proceeded to quietly do 
her own thing at home. Her first still life 

was of a ketchup bottle in the kitchen, 
probably using poster paint on 

cardboard. As a teenager in Sioux City, 
Iowa, she had to produce her motherôs 

signature in order to join a male nude life 
drawing class. (Back then modesty 

required the models to wear jock straps!) 
As a dancer, she tried to paint ballet 

figures and a few of her efforts (which 
she described as pathetic) were displayed 
at recitals.  

Never one to sit on her hands, she worked 

as secretary, married and served as 
Program Chairman for an art group in the 

San Fernando Valley. She has published a 
few poems and was paid seventy - five 

dollars for a magazine article. In addition, 
her alma mater, Morningside College, 

accepted thirteen of her paintings for their 
permanent collection.  

All her life, Lucille has been a voracious 
reader and in the past played tennis with 

the energy which she gives to whatever 
she undertakes. She describes her 

association with EAFA as gratifying. The 
meetings, the company of other artists 

and working behind the scenes with the 
Board have been wonderfully stimulating. 
When a call goes out for Volunteers, she 

urges all the members to come forward, 
to say ñYesò and enjoy the same 

satisfaction that Lucille has found. Her 
credo in life is ñJust Do It!ò and weôre very 

glad she does.  

Volunteer:  Lucille Berkowitz  
By Jessi Fernandes 

Monthly Competition Winners  

C. A. Pierce  Fran Clapper  Lyla Jacobsen  
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Bellevue Art and Frame 
Invites you to enter your painting at  

EAFA General Membership Meetings for prizes. 

 

Visit Bellevue Art and Frame at their new location: 

13131 NE 20th, Bellevue, WA 98005 

Guest Artist News  

Stan Miller, the guest artist for April, sent 

along a picture of the completed painting, 
ñStanley Park Swanò, that he worked on at 

the meeting. His egg tempera painting, 
ñVenice Evening Lightò, was too large to 
display at the meeting, so we included it 

here.  

 

For more info about his appearances or 
workshops, see his website at 

www.stanmiller.net .  

Stanley Park Swan  

More Art in Kirkland  

A new teamwork approach by the City of 

Kirkland, the Kirkland Cultural Council and 
the Kirkland Chamber of Commerce has 

been born with the formation of the 
ñArtilization Teamò.  Local artists and 
businesses are working with the ñArtilization 

Teamò in this new effort to bring more art 
into Kirklandôs downtown core by utilizing 

empty storefronts.   Transforming empty 
storefronts into galleries goes by different 
names in different cities.   In New York, 

theyôre call ñpop-up galleriesò and in San 
Francisco they are ñphantom galleries.ò  The 

end result is a win for everyone involved 
with positive results in increased business 
and an awareness and appreciation of the 

importance of local artists to a cityôs 

economic vitality.  

 

Watch for Kirklandôs latest temporary 
pop -up store called the Art Shop.   Located 
at 122 Central, the Art Shop opens April 30 

with a gala reception at 5:00pm.   This shop 
joins Kirklandôs first pop-up ñHASò, the 

Kirkland Art Centerôs retail store that has 
become a new staple at Parkplace Mall.   The 
HAS store opened this past December and 

features art by Kirkland Art Center members 
and teachers.   If you are interested in 

learning more about this ñArtilizationò 
project, contact Kathy Feek of the Kirkland 

Cultural Council at kathy@feekcorp.com . 

Venice Evening Light  

http://www.stanmiller.net

